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Primorskii krai

culture. Closed eight times between 1912 and
1914, Pravda became the official Bolshevik
newspaper in March 1917. During the Soviet
era, Pravda was the leading propaganda tool,
supporting and promoting all Party decisions;
publishing all state and Party documents and
announcements (such as the appeal to the
population in June 1941, after the German
invasion of the Soviet Union signalling the
beginning of World War II); promoting official
Soviet writers and artists; and struggling with
‘enemies of the state’, dissidents, and ‘agents of
the West’.
The history of Pravda reflected the history of
the Soviet state. The newspaper strictly followed
the official line, forcing the public to read
between the lines to determine the reality
behind reported current events. Since the fall of
the Soviet Union, circulation has dropped pre
cipitously, from 11 million in 1975 to 65,000 in
2004. The paper began to lose influence on the
reading public beginning with perestroika. It
was divided and resold several times; in 1990
there were several newspapers entitled Pravda in
Moscow alone.
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Soviet and post-Soviet reality; however, he art
fully dismantles the voices of his imagined per
sonae, pushing his texts ever so slightly toward
the realm of the absurd. Prigov’s focus is on
verbalizing the consciousness of his many
appropriated ‘selves’ - an urban philistine, a poet
fascinated by the might of the State as symbo
lized by the figure of the Policeman, or even a
sensuous young woman or a shy gay man - a
sideshow of the characters populating daily Soviet
and post-Soviet life, portrayed in a mildly gro
tesque key. In addition to verse, he has authored
catalogue-like texts, fiction, plays, and critical
essays. In visual arts, he is known in particular
for allegorical graphic works and installations.
See also: Conceptualism, art; Conceptualism,
literary; samizdat; tamizdat
VITALY CHERNETSKY
»

Primakov, Evgenii Maksimovich
b. 29 October 1929, Kiev
Politician

See also: censorship; journalism; Lenin, Vladi
mir Ilich; perestroika and glasnost; propaganda,
Soviet and post-Soviet
NADEZHDA AZHGIKHINA

Prigov, Dmitrii Aleksandrovich
b. 5 November 1940, Moscow
Poet, prose writer, visual and performance
artist
Prigov is one of the leading representatives of
Conceptualism in Russian literature and arts.
He has been publishing his writing in samizdat
and tamizdat since the mid-1970s, and in official
media since perestroika. An extraordinarily
prolific writer, having authored tens of thou
sands of texts, Prigov brings together in a see
mingly unconsidered fashion elements drawn
from the widest spectrum of human experiences,
which he then usually organizes into subtly sub
versive quasi-doggerel verse. In his texts, Prigov
targets the many possible speaking subjects of

A graduate of the Moscow State Institute of
Oriental Studies (1953), Primakov has held a
number of responsible positions in academia
(Deputy Director and Director of the Institute of
World Economy and International Relations;
Director of the Institute of Oriental Studies), the
Communist Party (Candidate Member of the
Politburo), and the governments of the USSR
(Chairman of the Soviet of the Union of the USSR
Parliament), and Russia (Director of the Foreign
Intelligence Service; Minister of Foreign Affairs;
Prime Minister). From 1999-2001 he headed
the faction Fatherland-All Russia in the State
Duma. He is currently President of the Russian
Federation Chamber of Trade and Commerce.
See also: Duma; political parties, post-Soviet
ALEXANDER DOMRIN

Primorskii krai
Literally the ‘Maritime Region’, the farthest
southeastern part of Russia, between China and
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prisons

the Pacific Ocean, plus several islands in the Sea
ofJapan. The capital, Vladivostok, was founded
in 1860 and its name means, tendentiously,
‘Rule the East’. Primorskii krai occupies about
166,000 sq km in area, mountainous in parts,
with a humid but not intemperate climate.
Russians form the majority of a slowly shrink
ing, ethnically mixed population of over two
million; aboriginal peoples constitute a tiny
minority. Major industries are mining (coal,
various metal ores) and forestry, with shipbuilding
and fishing on the coast.
SIBELAN FORRESTER

prisons
Incarceration has existed in Russia since the
sixteenth century. Until then, major forms of
punishment were the death penalty, corporal
punishment, and fines. The Criminal Code of
1903 stipulated several modes of imprisonment:
penal servitude, exile, and confinement at a
house of correction, fortress, or prison. After the
October Revolution of 1917, there gradually
arose a system of the GULag, with its network
of camps placed under the command of the
ISHCVD (1922). In 1998, administration of the
department of prisons was transferred from the
MVD to the Ministry of Justice of the Russian
Federation; currently the department is called
FSIN {Federalnaia Sluzhba Ispolennii Nakazanii
[Federal Service of the Execution of Punish
ment]). The transfer has ushered in substantial
changes: the new Service is interested in
humane reform of the system and in reducing
the number of those imprisoned. At present,
Russia holds second place (after the United
States) in the relative number of prisoners (530
per 100,000 population).
In more than 1,000 institutions there are
763.000 prisoners, including approximately
50.000 women and 15,000 minors; in eleven
prison orphanages there are more than 500
children (forced to live in prisons next to
mothers who are serving their sentences). Orga
nization of the penitentiary system in Russia
remains based primarily on camps, with only
eight prisons as such. Historically the most
famous prisons include Kresty (an isolation

prison; St. Petersburg, 1890), Vladimirskii tsentral (Vladimir Central, 1783), and Butyrka
(Moscow, 1771). According to the estimate of
the oldest human rights organization, Center for
the Assistance of Criminal Justice Reform
(www.prison.org), every fourth adult man in
contemporary Russia has had some prison
experience.
See also: corrective labour institutions; crime,
GULag; human rights organizations; prison
system, Soviet and post-Soviet
ELENA OZNOBKINA

prison system, Soviet and postSoviet
According to experts, Russia incarcerated more
people during the twentieth century than any
other country, and one-quarter of adult Russian
men have spent time behind bars. Without
question, the prison system has figured impor
tantly in Russian society and culture, sometimes
being viewed as a microcosm of life outside the
barbed wire.
The contemporary Russian prison system has
its roots in the vast network of prisons and
camps of the Stalinist period. Millions of Soviet
citizens were arrested for belonging to suspect
categories (political, religious, economic, etc.), as
well as for ‘economic crimes’, such as damaging
factory equipment. In prison many were sub
jected to psychological and physical torture,
deprived of food and sleep, and held in over
crowded, poorly ventilated cells with primitive
facilities for persontd hygiene. Trials were based
on fabricated confessions, and many were sen
tenced by ‘special commissions’ without trial.
Prison sentences ranged from five to twenty-five
years. Camp inmates, known as z^ks (from the
abbreviation ‘z/k’ (for zakliuchennyi, prisoner),
used for prisoners working on the White Sea
Canal in the 1930s), were forced to perform
heavy labour in inhumane conditions, working
in mines, construction, agriculture, and logging.
Death rates were high, especially in the Far
North.
A well-organized criminal underworld, which
originated in the tsarist period, flourished under

